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The officers anſwered, Never man ſpake 
like this man, 


— 


L ONG before the Meſhah made his 
appearance in our nature, it was tore» 
told by the ſpirit of prophecy, that he 
ſhould ſuſtain the office of a Preacher. 
Iſaiah ſpeaks of him as announcing his 
divine miſſion, to preach the joyful 
news of the Goſpel to all penitent, bro- 
ken-hearted ſinners. „The ſpirit of 
the Lord God is upon me; becauſe the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the meek ; he hath ſent 
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me to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and 


the opening of the priſon to them that 


are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable 


year ofthe Lord, and the day of venge- 


ance of our God.“ On the ground of 
this and other prophecies, the Jews ge- 


nerally expected that the Meſſiah would 


appear in the character of a ſuperior 
Preacher. This we learn from what 
the woman of Samaria ſaid to Chriſt. 
ce I know that Meſſias cometh, which 
is called Chriſt z when he is come, he 
will tell us all things.” This general 
expectation of the Jews Chriſt did by 


no means diſappoint, for having lived 
abour thirty years in the obſcurity of 


private life, he ſubmitted to the rite of 
baptiſm, by which he was inaugurated: 
into his office, and duly prepared to 


preach the goſpel. 
As ſoon as he appeared inthe character 


of a Preacher, he drew the attention 
of the admiring multitudes, who hung 


upon his lips, and ſenſibly felt the heavy 
truths, which, with ſurprizing power 


and pungency, he poured into their 
minds, His ſerious and ſolemn addreſ- 
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ſes, however, were too pinching and 
galling to corrupt nature, not to raiſe 
the reſentment and oppoſition of the 
enemies of truth. While therefore 
ſome highly applauded his preaching, 
others ſecretly murmured and com- 
plained ; till at length they carried 
their complaint, to the Phariſces and 
chief Prieſts, who, urged by their oẽn 
_ reſentment as well as by the importu- 
nity of others, immediately. << ſent of- 
ficers to take him.'” The officers, no 
doubt, were well pleaſed with their 
commiſſion, and fecretly- rejoiced in 
the proſpect of dragging this diſturber 
of their peace, through crouds of ex- 
ulting enemies, to the place of public 
juſtice. Bur their raiſed expectations 
were ſoon blaſted. For, when they 
came to Chriſt, who was warmly en- 
gaged in preaching the Goſpel to poor, 
perithing ſinners, they found themſelves 
ſuddenly arreſted by the inviſible hand 
of truth, and ſecretly conſtrained to 
renounce their malignant purpoſes, 
and to return to thoſe who ſent them, 
with the painful conviction of the irre- 
ſiſtible power and energy of this more 


nn — 
. 


Roy 
—— Af tt xe. 2 — —- ee cl ee. 
* 


8 * 8 
Sr 


6 * Y Q 
TEAS aries” 4 


_— RE 


"SS = *% n , I") * 
— nnn a > — 7 SLAC — 2 rea an 2 13 — 


k . 1 7 * * — > . 
> — „ 22 it > . « - . . * 26s 2 I . —— Ee agg 
0 „„ rr 4 HAN, LE « 
. P 


- * 
Na 3 — 1 
E233 F en. « Ng 
„ 
i wu 3 
— 


— 

— 
—y 81 5 
— 2 


— _ A; 
* , 1 2 1 + WW . * 
* » N * —— — ——TUUU——ũñ GS Ie —— — 2 — nn DIS wow —— — 
* 


„% 


£2 N ISS 12 


br —— — ——3 —— —a—ä— rae SEES 


U 
174 
F * 
3 
| 7 4 
w Ws 


£6] 


than human Preacher. The officers 
anſwered, Never man ſpake like this 
m_ | 
Bur how did Chrift preach, or 
what did he ſay, to make ſuch deep im- 
preſſions on thoſe, who had firmly re- 
ſolved to reſiſt and oppoſe the truth? 
This queſtion, eſpecially at this time, 
juſtly deſerves particular attention, and 
naturally leads us to exhibit the char- 
acter 8 Chriſt as a Preacher of the 
Goſpel. 
WRTRHEA Chriſt was ſuperior to all 
other men, in his perſonal appearance 
and his natural powers of perſuaſion, 
we ſhall not pretend to conjecture, fince 
nothing is ſaid concerning theſe in the 
ſacred Oracles. We ſhall only men- 
tion ſome of his moſt diſtinguiſhing ex- 
cellencies as a Preacher of the Goſpel, 
which may be fairly collected from the 
inſpired writers, who have given us 
the hiſtory of his Life and Character. 
I. Cunts was a plain Preacher. A 
plain Preacher is one who has clear 
and diſtinct ideas in his own mind, and 
who conveys them to the minds of his 
hegrers in plain language, Such 2 
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Preacher was Chriſt. His own ideas 


lay clear and diſtin& in his own mind. 


He was maſter of every ſubject, upon 


which he preached, He underſtood 


the whole {yſtem of divinity. He was 


a member of the council of peace, who 
deviſed the plan of redemption. He 
was acquainted with the whole char- 
racter and whole council of God. He 
was mighty in the Scriptures, and un- 
derſto od every paſſage of divine Inſpi- 


ration. He had a thorough know- . 


ledge of the frame and conffitution of 


the human Find, and comprehended, 


— th Whos n+ 


at one view; all the characters, cir-... 
cumſtances and connectionsofmankind. 


A 


through every period ot their exiſtence. 
And as theſe views were perfectly 
clear and familiar to his own mind, 
ſo he was able to expreſs himſelf upon 
any ſubject, with the greateſt eaſe and 


perſpicuity; and to exhibit every di- 
vine truth in a plain, unſtudied ſtyle, 


which is not only intelligible, but a- 


greeable to perſons of every character 


and capacity. Senſible that figurative 
language is the voice of nature, and 
beit adapted to explain and illuſtrate 
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whatever is dark and obſcure; he 


made a free uſe of Images, which 
1pread much light and perſpicuityupon 
all the ſubjects he handled. He bor- 


rowed his Images, however, not from 


Muſic, Painting, Poetry, or any of the 
arts which are confined to the learned 


, Few; but from the moſt familiar ap- 


Pearances and productions of nature 
which le open and common to every 
-obſerver. Inthe temple, he uſed thoſe 
fimilitudes which were naturally ſug- 
geſted by the various objects there. 
At Jasob's well, he drew. bis metaphors 
from the qualities of water. In the 
open air, he explained his meaning by 
the motions of the wind. At ſeed- time, 
he borrowed his images from the 
ſower: At harveſt, from the reaper; 
and in the Spring, from the birds of 
the air, the blooming flowers, and the 


opening foliage. Theſe images he uſed 


nor for the ſake of decorating his 
Tſe, or embelliſhing his ſubject, but 
for the more important purpoſe of 
enlightening and emprefling theminds 
of his hearers. He choſe his words, 
his figur, and all his modes of expreſ- 


WT 3 

fion with no other view than to be eaſily 
and clearly underſtood ; and in that 
reſpect, was the plaineſt Preacher in 
the world. Hence we are told, what 
it is natural to ſuppoſe and believe, 
ec the common people heard him 
gladly.” e | 

II. CHRIST was a /earc/ing Preacher, 


He aimed directly at the hearts of thoſe, 
to whom he preached. For this, he 


had a ſuperior advantage. He knew 


the heart. He was able therefore on 
every occaſion, when the multitudes 
flocked to hear him preach, to ſpeak 
to the heart of each individual. This 
gave his preaching irreſiſtable force 
and energy. He deſcribed the hearts 
and thoughts, and characters of men 
ſo exactly, that while they heard him 
preach, they telt their whole ſouls lie 


open and naked before an all-feeing 


eye, Whica they could neither deceive 
nor eſcape. In ſhort, he made his 
hearers feel, as men will feel at the day 
of judgment. This perhaps was the 
caſe with teſpact to the officers. He 
knew their characters and all their ſe— 
cret intentions; and probably in ſome / 
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art of his diſcourſe he took occaſion 
to deſcribe and expoſe juſt ſuch cha- 
racters and views as they were con- 
ſcious to themſelves were their own, 
which made them feel and ſay, “ Ne- 
ver man ſpake like this man.“ This 
however is certain, that he generally 

reached according to the peculiar 
cnowledge he had of the human heart, 
which enabled him to enter into every 
man's boſom, and ſearch the inmoſt 
receſſes of his ſoul. Hence we read, 
© Chriſt kuowing their hearts, knowing 
their thoughts, or knowing their hypocri- 
/y,"* ſaid this, or that, which was the 
moſt directly calculated to hit their real 
characters, and preſent views and feel- 
ings. The inſpired writers furniſh us 
with a variety of inſtances ofthis nature. 
His ſermon on the mount immediately 
occurs. Nothing could be better a- 
dipted than that was, to ſearch the 
hearts, and expoſe the characters and 
conduct of the ſhining Phariſees, who 
neglecting all inward, vital piety, 
placed the whole of religion in the 
bare obſervance of the outward forms 
and rites of divine worſhip. As he- 
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was preaching to << certain that truſted 
in themſelves that they were righteous, 
and deſpiſed others,“ he ſpake the Pa- 
rable of the Publican and Phariſee, 
which was directly ſuited to humble 
and abaſe ſuch proud and conceited 
hypocrites. When a rich young man 
very reſpectfully put this queſtion to 
him, „Good Maſter, what ſhall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life #* he 
directed him to keep the command- 
ments, and ſell all that he had, and 
gore to the poor. This anſwer exact- 
y reached his caſe, carried conviction 
to his conſcience, and drew tears from 
his eyes. At another time, one of the 
company where he was preſent, deſired 
him to ſpeak to his brother, to divide 
the inheritance between them; but in- 
ſtead of replying to his words, he re- 
plied to his heart, by reading him a 
ſolemn lecture upon covetouſneſs and 
worldly- mindedneſs, in the Parable of 
the rich Fool, who loſt his ſoul by the 
love of the world. Though he ten- 
derly reſpected Martha, yer when ſhe 
complained of her Siſter's conduct, 
he ſeverely reproved her own, When 
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he ec perceived the thoughts of his r 
diſciples,” who had been cheriſhing In 
ambitious views reſpecting their rela- t 
tion to him as the promiled Meſſiah, 0 
7 he introduced a little child before them e 
to convince them of their {in and folly, 0 
and to teach them to maintain and cul- b 
tivate 2 more meek and humble ſpirit. 1 
And knowing the chars \Ctcr of thole 1 C 
who deſired his opinion concerning | b 
the woman taken in adultery, he ſaid ſ: 
7 unto them, © fe that is without fin n 
among you, let him firſt caſt a ſtone at h 
her.“ This Pointed anſwer ſtung them b 
with guilt and remorſe, and therefore g 
we are told, being convinced by E 

their own conſcience, they went out 
one by one, beginning at the eldeſt, e 
even unto the Laſt. 10 
Cunde never drew a bow at a ven— k 
ture, but always directed the arrows of li 
truth to the hearts of his hearers. He v 
deſcribed the character of the ſaint, b 
and the character of the ſinner, with T 
fo much truth and propriety, that e— 7 
very perſon might caſily diſtinguiſh the tl 
„ one from the other, and know which Vy 


belonged. to bimſelf. Nay, he did rt 
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more than this; for he.directed every 


man's eyes inward, and obliged himby 


the light of truth, to ſee and feel his 
own Character. This is that peculiar 
excellence in preaching, tor which, 


c the fineſt encomium, perhaps, ever 


beſtowed on a preacher, was given by 


Lewis XIV. to the eloquent Biſhop of. 
 Clermovat, Father Maſffillon. After 


hearing him preach ar Verſailles, he 


ſaid to him, “ Father, 1 have heard | 


many great orators in this chapel; I 


have been highly pleaſed with them 3 


but tor you, whenever I hear you, 5 
go away diſpleaſed with ELL 35 s for I ſee 
more of my own charatter.' 


III. Cunisr was a ſentimcutal Preach- 
er. His ſermons were replete with 
{ſentiment He fed his hearers with 
knowledge and underſtanding. He de— 
livered plain, heavy, iptercſiing truths, 
which not only enlighten the mind, 
but find the a paſſage to thetheart,. 
Though there was a rich variety in his 
preaching, yet he chiefly inſiſted on 
thoſe peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which are the moſt diſagreeable to cor- 


rupt nature; and Which, Perhaps, for 
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that reafon alone, have often been called 
obſcure and deep points of mere ſpecu- 
lation. 

TaarChriſt was a ſentimental Preach- 
er, vie need no other evidence than 
his public diſcourſes. He plainly 
taught the doctrine ot the ſacred PFri- 
nity, which ſupports the ſcheme of 
© Ales tion, and lies interwoven with 
the capital doctrines of the Goſpel. 
He ſaid, that “ He and his F 4 . 
were one;'' that, „ He was in the 
Father, and the Father in him;*”” and 


that © the Holy Glroſt procceded from 


both.“ He inſiſted however princi— 
pally on his own Divinity, which was 
ſo eſſential to his character as the S2vi- 
our of ſinners. He ſnid * before Abras 
ham was Jam.“ He fnid, © No man 
hath aſcended up to Heaven, but he 
that came down from Heaven, even the 
Son of man, which is in Heaven.”” Aud 
he called God his Father in fuch a ſenſe 
as plainly implied, and was under- 
5 to mean, that he was equal to 

od in every divine erfefttion. He 


Woo od the doctrine of per rſonal E- 


jection to eternal life, as a truth af 
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own heart, that upon ſceing a bright 
and glorious diſplay of it, he broke 
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great practical importance. He ſpoke 
of the Elect as thoſe for whom his Fa- 


ther had given him: as thoſe for whom, 


in a particular ſenſe, he laid down his 
life; and as thoſe whom no impoſtor 
could ſeduce, and whom God himſelt 


would avenge. Indeed it was a fami- 


liar expreſſion with him, “ Many are 


called bur few are choſen.”* Divine 


Sovereignty was another delighrful 
theme = his preaching. He delivered 


a ſermon upon this ſubject, in the con- 


gregation of Nazareth, which, with 
its remarkable effects, we find record- 
ed in the fourth chapter of Luke. And 
this doctrine was ſo agreeable to his 
ght 
out into a rapture of praiſe, and ſaid, 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 


theſe things from the wiſe and prudenr, 


and haſt revealed them unto babes. E- 
ven ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good 
in thy ſight. | | 

. He urged the abſolute neceſſity of 
difnterefted lnyg upon all his fotlowers,, 


as the eflence Lung religion, and as 
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that alone which diſcriminates the cha- 
racters of the children of God. Ye. 
have heard that it hath been ſaid, 


« Thou ſhalr love thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy. But I tay unto you 
love your enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate 


you, and pray tor them that deſpite- 


fully nſe you; that ye may be the 


children of your Father which is in 
heaven: For he maketh his ſun to riſe 
on the evil and on the good, and ſend- 
eth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt. 
For if ye love them which love you, 


What reward have ye 2 Do not even 


the Publicans the ſame ? And if ye ſa- 
lute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others? Do not even the 


Publicans ſo ? Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect.“ | 

Cuar mankind by nature are total— 


ly deititute of this di/intereſied love, 


and wholly governed by the oppoſite 
ſpirit of /elfijpne/s, he abundantly 


taught in the courſe of his preaching. 
4% know you,”” ſaid he to ſinners, 


<c 'That ye have not the love of God 
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tions of their lives. © 
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in you And he ſerupled not to call 


them vipers, and ſerpents, and even 
the children of the devil. And he car- 
ried the doctrine of total depravity in- 
to its natural and neceflary conlequen- 
ces, and condemned ſinners for all the 
affe tions of their hearts, and all the ac- 
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AccorpmGLyY upon this ground he 


aſſerted the abſolute nec LTT of Rege- 
neration, of the . renovation of Hs 
heart hy the ſpirit. of God. He ex- 
reſsly ſaid to Nicodemus, Except 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the 


Kingdom of God.“ And when Nico- 


demus appeared to miſapprehend his 
meaning, he rejoined, «« Vefily, verily, 
Ffay unto thee, except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh: 

and that which is born of the Spirit, is 
ſpirit. Marvel not that 1 faid unto. 

thee, Ye mult be born again.“ Andy _ 
in full conſiſtency _ wi is, he com- 
manded finners to | and believe 


the Goſpel immediately. Accordingly '- 
we =T « After that John was put in 
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priſon, 12 came from Galllee, 
preaching the Goſpel of the kingdom | 
of God, and fa ying, The time is 
fulfilled, and I kingdom of God is_ 
at hand: repent ye, And believe the | 
Goſpel. “. 

He aſſured all his faithful followets, 
that they thowld nally perſevere ns yo 
ternal liſe. ly, verily, If. 

unto you, He this! heareth my ol, 
and believeth on him that ſent me, hath 
everlaſting life, and ſhall not come in- 
to cofdenination. Again, «© My 
ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me: and I give unto 
them erernal life; and they ſhall never 
| periſh; neither fhall an pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father which 
gave them me, is greater than all, and 
none is able to pluck them out of: my 
Father's hand.”” + 
I x1GHT proceed to mention Ale 
gockrines of a general, and of a Par- 
ticular Proyidence ; and the eo ot 
Self-denial, Unconditional Submiſſion 
and Univerſal Obedience to the ide 
commands; all which Chriſt plamly 
taught ſrom time to time in his public 
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_ diſcourſes. But I mall only a4 that 
he abſolutely aſſerted in the plainett 


terms, the endleſs : uniſhment of thoſe 
who die in Impenſtence and unbelief. 
In this reſpect, he brought lifetand im- 
mortality to light, and diſcovered 


4 more of the inviſible Fenes of the in- 


* at gt 
2 


viſible world, than had been ever diſ- 


covered before, by any of the Teach- Y 


ers ſent from Ggd. Thus the words 
which Chriſt poke, the doctrines 
which he delivered, they were lite, 
and they were death, "and the fame that 


ſhall judge the world at the laſt day, 
and therefore he eminently deſerves. 


the character of a ſentimental Preach: 


BP. © his naturally leads me to ob⸗ | 
ſerve, | 


IN the laſt place, that Chriſt was a 


moving Preacher. He is the moſt movg- 


deſire to effect more than this Were 


a criminal to plead for his own life, he 


could deſire to do no more, than con- 


: m8 teacher, and poſſeſſes the power 
1 perſuafion to the higheſt degree, 
Who is beſt able to convey his own views 
add feelings. to the minds of his hear- 

ers. No Speaker can effect, nor even 
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perfectly acquainted wit 
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vey bis own views and feelings to the 
mind of his Judge. Tbis Chriſt was 
uble to do, and by 


ble doing this, he was 
able to move the minds of his hearers, 


with whatſoever affections or pallions 
de wiſhed to excite. He had clear 


views and warm fecling . He was 
God, with 


heaven, with hell, with the nature 


and worth of the human ſoul, and with 


all its relations and connections both 
in time and eternity. All his affectiong 
were pure and clear as the chryſtal 


| ſtream. His heart was a flame of love, 


His ſoul was all ſenſibility. His life 
was immaculate ingocence. And more 
of Heaven ſat on his countenance, and 
ſparkled in his eye, than ever ſhone in 
the face of Moſes, or the face of Ste- 
phen. With ſuch views, ſuch feelin ges 
ſuch heavenly appearance, could he 
poſſibly fail of ſpeaking with aſtoniſn- 


8 ing ſolemnity and pathos? We never 
heard him preach, and we never ſhall; 


but we may conceive of his riſing up 
in a large aſſembly of poor, guilty, 


periſhing ſinners, and like a mighty 
' fiream, bearing down all before him. 


1 


i while he clearly, ſolemnly and affec- 


tionately laid open his own views 
and feelings reſpecting their guilt and 


danger, their e and miſery to 
all eternity. W 
language of his vengeance to ſecure 
- hardened finners ? Wo unto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, hypocrites. Fill ye up 
the meaſure of your fathers. Ye ſer- 
pents, ye generation of vipers, how 
Can ye eſcape the damnation of hell?“ 


at could equal the 


But what could be more ſoft and melt- 


ing than the language of his love? 


„ Comeunto me, all ye that are wca- 


ry, and heavy laden, and] will give 
44 you ret, Whoſoever cometh to me, 


will in no wiſe caſt out. In the laſt 


* 


day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus 
ſtood and cried, 2 ; 
. thirſt, let him come unto me and 


ying, if any man 


drink.“ In reference to theſe words, 
the officers ſaid, and who would. not 
have ſaid the fame? << Never man 


ſpake like this man.“ Such a plain, 


fearching,ſfefitimental, moving Preach» 
er was Chriſt, who is the ſtandard ot 


perfection, and the pattern of preach- 
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ing to all who hw the miniſterial 
character. 


Bur if this be true, ow can thoſe 
anſwer it to Chriſt, who profeſs to be 
his Miniſters, and to preach 4is Goſ- 


pel, and yet pay no regard to his Ex- 
ample in their preaching *. Have not 


ſuch perſons crept into the miniſtry, 


from age to age? Did not ſome preach- 


ers begin to make ſhipwreck of the 
faith, while the Apoſtles were alive? 
Did they not wax worſe and worſe ſoon 
after their death? Did not ſome deny 
even the Lord that bou ght them, and 
maintain that he was a mere creature, 
a mere man, 2. mere phantom? Did 
not the body of the. Clergy, in the 
dark ages of Chriſtianity, mix and cor- 
rupt the plaineſt truths of divine Re- 
velation, with the vain. Philoſophy, 
which they borrowed from the. Schoal 
of Alexandria, or the Academy o 
Plato, till ſcarce a ſingle article of the 
Goſpel was left pure and unadulterated * 
Bor to come more home, do the ſer- 
mons of ſome at this day, contain one 
ſentiment delivered by Chriſt in his 
ſermon on the mount, or in 1 other 
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year, without perceiving the 
ſemblance between their ſermons and 


5 . 15 ; 


of his public diſcourſes? Might we 
not hear them preach from Fu to 


eaſt re- 


his, either in matter or 8 Nay, 
do not ſome plainly preach agazz/ the 
ſentiments which Chrift delivered ? Do 
they not preach againſt the Revealed 
Mode of the divine exiſtence ? Againſt 
the Divinity of Chriſt and of the 
Holy Ghoſt? Againft the doctrine 
of Election and divine Sovercignty ? 
Againſt difinterefted love and total 
depravity? And againſt Regenera- 
tion, fſaint's Perieverance, and the 
interminable Puniſhment of thoſe who 
die in their fins ? Do not ſuch Mi- 
niſters preach. againſt Chriſt; and the 
ſouls of men? And are they not work- 
ers together with the god of this world, 


in blinding the minds of them that be- 


lie ve not LS 

How then can they anſwer this to 
Chrift at the day.of Judgment, when 
the truths which he preached, and 
which they denied, ſhall ſhine forth 
in all their luſtre and awful importance? 
How will they feel when the immor- 
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tal ſouls whom: they have been the. 
means of deſtroying torever, ſhall bit- 


Wiki! terly upbraid and reproach them for 
N their infidelity, unfaithfulneſs and cru- 
18 elty? What excuſe can they make? 
r Can they plead ignorance? Did they 
4 | not hive with the Goſpel in their hands, 
1 and the Example of Chriſt before their 
if eyes? Was it not the proper buſineſs of 
1 their lives to ſearch the oy en to 
' ſtudy the mind and will of Chriſt, to 
| 18 imbibe his ſpirit, and imitate his ex- 
"i _ ample both in living and in preach- 
1 ing? How therefore could they be ig - 
1 norant, unleſs it were owing to ſtup1- 
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ys indolence, ſelfiſhneſs and blinds 
[neſs of heart? And will they not be 
obliged to confeſs with ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face, that they did ſeek their 
own things, rather than the things of 
Chriſt, and did endeavour. more to 
pleaſe men, than to be the ſervants of 
_ Chriſt ? Wo 22 | . 
_ We may be very certain how Chriſt 
will treat corrupt and unfaithful Mi- 
niſters at. the laſt day, from the manner 
af his treating ſuch perſons here on 
earth. He treated them with more 
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ſeverity than any other order of men. 
His love to God and precious ſouls 
ſeemed to inflame his indignation a- 


gainſt corrupt Preachers. He ſtigma- 
tized them as blind, leaders of the 
blind; as thoſe who took away the 


key ot knowledge; as thoſe who ſhur 
up the kingdom of heaven againſt men, 
neither going in themſelves, nor ſut- 
fering them that were entering, to go 
in; as wolves in ſheep's cloathing ; 


and as thieves and robbers, who come 


on purpoſe to ſteal and kill, and de- 
ſtroy his flock. Againſt ſuch, he de- 
nounces the.ſevereit Anathkmas. Wo 
unto you lawyers! wo unto you 
Scribes and Phariſees! Hence of all 
men in the world, corrupt and unfaith- 
ful Minifters may, juſtly expect to meet 
with the heaxieſt trowns from the face 
of Chriſt, their injured and incented 
Lord and Matter, at the day of Judg- 


ment. 


Again, how can thoſe people anſwer 


it to Chriſt, who will not receive his 
taithtul Miniſters, who follow his ex— 
ample, and preach the ſame truths 
which he — The experience 
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tal ſouls whom: ns * hs the 5 

means of deſtroying forever, ſhall bit- 
terly upbraid and reproach them for 
their infidelity, unfaithfulneſs and cru-- 
elty? What excuſe can og er 7 


Can they plead ignorance ? id they 
not live with the Goſpel in their rar 


__-andthe Example of Chriſt before their, 


eyes? Was it not the proper bulineſs o 


their lives to ſearch the Scriptures, to 
the mind and will of "Chriſt, to - 
imbibe his ſpirit, and imitate his ex- 
_ ample both in living and in preach - 


ſtudy 


ing? How therefore could they be ig- 


norant, unleſs it were owing to ſtupi- 
ny indolence, ſelfiſhneſs and blinds. 
; of heart? And will they not be 
_ obliged to confeſs with ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face, that they did ſeek their 
own things, rather than the things of 


Chriſt, and did endeavour more to 


pleaſe men, chan to be the ſeryants of. 


Chriſt? „ 'S : 


Wr may be very certain hox Chriſt. 
- will treat corrupt and unfaithful Mi- 
niſters at the laſt day, from the manner 
af his PRs, ſuch perſons here on 
He trested fag with more 


| earth 


ZE. 1 


ſeverity than any other order of men. 
His love to God and precious fouls 


_ . 


ſeemed to inflame his indignation a- 


gainſt corrupt Preachers. He ſtigma- 
tized them as blind, leaders of the 
blind; as thoſe who took away the 


key ot knowledge; as thoſe who ſnhut 
up the kingdom of heaven againſt men, 


neither going in themſelves, nor ſut- 


fering them that were entering, to g0 


in; as wolves in ſheep's cloathing 
and as thieves and robbers, who come 
on purpoſe to ſteal and kill, and de- 


ſtroy his flock. Againſt ſuch, he de- 
nounces the ſevereſt AnathQmas. Wo 
unto you lawyers.! wo unto you 
Scribes and Phariſees! Hence of all 
PE 7 . and unfaith- 
ul Miniiters may, jufily expect to meet \ 
with the * N —— the face 
of Chriſt, their injured and incenſed 
Lord and Maſter, at the day of Judg- 
ment. 
Acain, how can thoſ{epeople anſwer 
it to Chriſt, who will not receive his 


faithful Miniſters, who follow his ex- 


ample, and preach the ſame truths 
which he preached ? The experience 
D 


1 


of ages ſhews, that mankind have ge- 
neraliy refuted to give a proper recep- 
tion to the ambaſſadors ot Chriſt. Men 
naturally hate the light, and will not 
come to it, left their deeds ſhould be 
roproved. Therefore they feel an a- 
verſion from thoſe Preachers who ex- 
hibit the light, and inculcate the ſoul- 
humbling truths of the Goſpel. This 
perhaps they never ſo fully manifeſted 
as by their treatment of Chriſt, while 
he tabernacled in fleſh, and preached 
the truth with ſuperior power and pun- 
gency. We hear of no oppoſition to 
Chriit till after he commenced a 
Preacher; bur then they employed e- 
very opprobious epithet to aſperſe his 
character. They ſaid he was mad, 
and had a devil. They ſaid he was a 
friend of Publicans and ſinners. They 
ſaid he was a diſturber of the peace, 
and a blaſphemer of God. But all 


this hatred and obloquy aroſe from no 


other cauſe, than 3 and faithful 
preaching. He teſtified of the world 
that their deeds were evil. He de- 


clared that what is highly eſteemed a- 


mong men, is an abomination in the 


dure ſound doctrine? Will they 


7 4 ; 


Gokt of God. "He unmaſked ! innere, 
and” e: xpoſed their rei} characters to 
view. This they could not. endure, 
Arcordinely they accuſed, onde emed 
and crucified Wim" for relling them-the 
truth,. And as Chriſt knes that human 
nature would be the ſame in every age, 
and operate in the ſame manner under 
the ſame circumſtances; fo he fore- 


warned his faithful miniſters to expect 


the fame treatment from the world, 
that he had mer with from it. wY Je 
ſhall be hated of all men, for my name's 
ſake. The diſciple is nor above his 
maſter, nor the ſervant above his lord. 
If they have called the m aſtor of the 
houſe Beelzabub, how much more 
ſhall they alt then of his houſhold * 
Has not this prophecy been conſt, 5 
fulfilling? Does not the truth of 

appear: at this day ? Will men now an! 
hear 
thoſe Miniſters who tell them the truth, 
ſearch their hearts, and clearly and 
faithfully lay open their true charac- 
ters? Will vacant Congregations ge- 
nerally receive and chooſe a Preacher, 
who agreeadly to the ſpirit and exam 
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le of Chriſt, inculcates diſintereſted 
ove, total depravity, divine ſove- 
reignty and the e ee, 
and cardinal doctrines of the Goſpel * 
Will even Churches, who are the pro- 
feſſed friends of Chriſt, embrace and 
defend the fame truths which he 
preached, and maintained at the riſk 


of his life? And are not people very 
generally ſaying to the Seers, ſee not, 


and to the prophets, prophecy ſmooth 
things; and joining hand in hand, to 
prevent the admiſſion of ſuch Miniſters 
among them, as make Chriſt the pat- 
tern and ſtandard of their preaching ? 
Bur how will people be able to an- 


ſwer this before the bar of - Chriſt ? 
Will they be able to plead ignorance * 


Hath not Chriſt given them his own 
character as a Preacher, to direct them 
in the choice of Miniſters * Hath he 


not ſolemnly warned them to beware 


of the leaven of the Phariſces, and to 
2void all falſe teachers as wolves in 


ſheep's clothing? Hath he not ex- 
| — | 


preſsly told them that he ſhall conſider 
rheir oppoſition to the truth, and to 


his faithful Miniſters, as oppoſition to 


C29 J 


himſelf ? „ He that heareth you, 


| heareth me; and he tha: deſpiſeth 


you, deſpifeth me.“ Churches, con- 
gregations and individuals therefore, 
who are conſcious to themſelves, that 


they have been guilty'of rejecting and 
abuling Chriſt, by rejecting, oppoſing, 


and abuſing his faithful Miniſters, have 


reaſon to tremble in the proſpect of 


ſtanding before the Judgment Seat of 


Chriſt. Except they repent, they may 


read their own doom in the character 
and fate of Capernaum, Korazin and 
Bethſaida; or rather in the character 
and - tremendous deſtruction of the 
whole Jewiſh nation, who ſtoned the 
pr->phers, crucified Chriſt, and reject- 
ed both his Goſpel and Miniiters. 

Oc more, will not this ſabiect 
teach all Miniſters, why they preac# 
no more like Chriſt? Js not this in a 
great meaſure owing to their 1 no 
more like Chriſt? A Minifter's life 
zuuſt have influence upon his preach- 
ing. To preach well, it is neceſſary 
to live well. To preach like Chrif, 
it is neceſſarv to live like Chriſt. Chriſt 
liped the Nliniſter. Be carried me 
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Miniſter into all companies. He con- 
verſed freely, indeed, with Publicans 
and ſinners; but yet was a companion 
only of them who. feared the Lord. 
He kept his heart and his lips with 
all diligence, and never faid or did 
the leaſt thing out of character. He 
was harmleſs and undefiled, and main- 
tained the awful authority of inno- 
cence. He was meek and lowly in 
ſpirit, and when he was reviled, he 
reviled not again. He ſought not the 
riches, honours, or pleaſures of the 


World, but by ſelf-denial lived above 


them all. He loſt no time by floth, or 
vain amuſements, but indefatigably 
purſued his Father's buſineſs. He 


loved the miniſtry, and gave himſelf 


wholly to it, and relied upon Provi- 
dence alone for all needful ſupplies. 


He allowed none of the vanities of 


time to employ his thoughts, but kept 


all his views and- affections fixed ſtea- 
dily on the great objects of eternity. 
He ſpent days and nights in prayer. 
He lived habitually in devotion and 
communion with God. In ſhort, he 
lived religion; he lived in heaven, 


„ 


and exemplified his doctrines and 


: preaching, by his own heavenly and 
-devout life. | r Oy 


Now if we who profeſs to be his 
foltowers and Miniſters, ſhould live 


as he lived, ſhould we not more like- 


ly; preach as he preached? Would 


not ſuch a life transfuſe a ſpirit, an 


energy into our preaching, which 
would ſurprizingly arreſt the hearts 
and conſciences of our hearers? Would 
it not give us a feryour, a ſolemnity 
in all our private and public diſcour- 
ſes, which nothing could gainſay or 
reſiſt? Should we not ſpeak as having 
authority, and not as the Seribes? 
Why then do we not live ſo? Are we 
not bound as men, as Chriſtians, and 
eſpecially as Miniſters of Chriſt, to 
live ſuch a life ? And unleſs we do this, 
is there any proſpect of our fulfilling 
our miniſterial vows and engagements * 
We have engaged to preach like Chriſt 
in matter and ſpirit, We have bound 
ourſelves to adopt every article in his 
creed, and to preach as tar as we know 
every ſentiment which he preached, 
though at the hazard of our intereſt, 
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reputation and lives. But ſhall we 
have love, reſolution, and ſelf-denial 
enough t9 carry us through ſuch trials, 
anle(s efenbilse the ſpirit, and copy 
the life of Chrift 2. O! let us then live 
better, that we may preach better, and 
die better, and be better prepared to 
meet our people at the bar of Chriſt; 
where 1e muſt ſhortly ſtand upon a 
level with the lowelt in the flock, and 
receive that final ſentence from the 
mouth of the great Biſhop of fouls, 
which will either wring our hearts 
with deſpair, or fill them with a flood 
of joy Lowe | e 
I Hops, my dear Brother, you will 
let theſe thoughts fink deep into your 
heart, at this ſerious moment. Per- 
mit me to remind you, that vou are 
to make Chriſt the great pattern, end, 
and object ot your preaching. En- 
deavour therefore to live, and pray, 
and preach like Chriſt. Je is this day 
ſending vou to preach to this people 
in his own room; and committing the 
eternal intereſts of their precious ſouls 
to vo ir care and charge. Fer Chriſt's 
take, be faithful to your truſt. If any 


6 4 


3 Pg ns + Poa —_ RR EE oe OBE Sor =o YR Cu a pres ESR? 


— 


| 


— A 


1 


of this flock are ſcattered, or loſt, or 
77505 by a famine of the word, their 
blood will be required at your hands. 


Remember that Chriſt, your Lord and 


Maſter, will keep his eye upon you, 
and watch you every moment. He 
will be with you in the ſtudy, and ob- 
ſerve you in your private preparations. 
He will attend you to the pulpit, and 
hear you preach. He will fit with you 
at his Table, and obſerve your beha- 
viour at the head of his Family; and 
he will accompany you among the 
people, and mark all your converſa- 
tion and carriage againſt the day of 
judgment. Let Chriſt then be always 
in your eye and in your heart, Con- 
verſe with him, conſult him, and en- 
gage that gracious preſence of his, 
which he hath. promiſed to all his 
faithful Miniſters. Often aſk yourſelf, 
how would Chriſt preach *----how 
would Chriſtlive ?---how would Chriſt 
converſe ?--- how would Chriſt behave 


| under this trial, or that trial ?--- how 


would he treat this Church and Con- 
gregation, were he in, my place and 
ſituation? And always aim to follow 
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reputation and lives. But ſmall we 
have love, reſolution, and ſelf-denial 
enough to carry us through ſuch trials, 
unless the ſpirit, and copy 
the life of Chrift ? O!] let us then live 
better, that we may preach better, and 
die better, and be better prepared to 
meet our people at the bar of Chriſt; 
where -we muſt ſhortly ſtand upon a 
level with the loweſt in the flock, and 
receive that final ſentence from the | 
mouth of the yreat Bithop of fouls, 
which will either wring our hearts 
with deſpair, or fill them with a flood 
of joy $5 L448, . 
I Hops, my dear Brother, you will 
let theſe thoughts ſink deep into your 
heart, at this ſerious moment. Per- 
mit me to remind you, that vou are 
to make Chriſt the great pattern, end, 
and object ot your preaching. En- 
.deavour therefore to live, and pray, 
and preach like Chriſt. He is this day 
ſending vou to preach to this people 
in his own room; and committing the 
eternal intercfts of their precious ſouls 
to vo ir care and charge. Fer Chriſt's 
lake, be faithful to your truſt. If any 
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of this flock are ſcattered, or loſt, or 
periſh by a famine of the word, their 
28 55 will be required at your hands. 
Remember that Chriſt, your Lord and 
Maſter, will keep his eye upon you, 
and watch you every moment. He 
will be with you in the ſtudy, and ob- 
ſerve you in your private preparations. 
He will attend you to the pulpit, and 
hear you preach. He will fit with you 
at his Table, and obſerve your beha- 
viour at the head of his Family; and 
he will accompany you among the 
people, and mark all your converſa- 
tion and carriage againſt the day of 
judgment. Let Chriſt then be always 
in your eye and in your heart. Con- 
verſe with him, conſult him, and en- 
gage that gracious preſence of his, 
which he hath. promiſed to all his 
faitkful Miniſters. Often aſk yourſelf, 
how would Chriſt preach ?- -- how 
would Chriſtlive ?---how would Chriſt 
converſe ?---how would Chriſt behave 
under this trial, or that trial ?---how 
would he treat this Church and Con- 
gregation, were he in my place and 
ſituation? And always aim to follow 


. 2 2; ny 
—— as. 


* 4 » 7 £ 2 2 ? * 5 F IM) = 
WE? —_ "Sy EIS = a 2 ꝑ— ck 4 * 
— . . He Wn = | 


0 


W 
Ao 


W 


29 
* — — ee” 2 3 * n 
ns a CO NET 


4 ———— ü ä äöẽël Il 2; 


[63 


the ex: ple of brit, both it living 
and be Only do this! dear 


Brother, and be alſured, 3 yon ſhall 


meet your whole flock 18 the Ht'day 


with joy; and be tinto God a fweer 


ſavour of Chriſt, in them thatare ſav- 
ed, and in them that Penh? 2 + 

Tur Church and Congregation in 
this place, will permit me to aſk them, 
in this ſerious connection, Whether 
they are willing to receive a plain, 


 fearching, faithful Miniſter ot the 


Golpel. Such a Miniſter, we really 


hope you are at this day to receive 


from the great Head of the Church. 
And ſhould he prove to be of this cha- 


racter, he will do great execution 


here, and fit every one of you for 
heaven, or hell. It is a ſerious and 
important circumltince, to have a 
Miniſter of Chriſt live among you, 
whoſe preſence will reſemble the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt; who will exhibit re- 


ligion before your eyes wherever you 


S 


or eternity; 
who will put vice and irreligion to the 
bluſh, and ſtrike an awe upon the mind 


4 
1. 


ſee him; who will 3 by ex- 
ample, what it is to live 


n 


4TH 7 


reject Chri 


of every ſecure and thoughtleſs {inner 
and who will from Sabbath to Sabbath 
lay open the blackneſs, turpitude_an' 
malignity of the human heart, and 


bring God near to vou, and you near 
to God, and make you Tee Fare there 


' Is but one_ ative before you, ei- 


cher to believe, and be ſaved, or to 
refuſe, and be, damned. Lou will 


moreover pleaſe to lay it up in your 


minds, that your treatment of ſuch a 
Miniſter, will be conſidered- as your 


treatment of Chriſt himfelf. If you 


love him, you will love Chriſt; if 
you are kind to him, you will be kind 
to Chriſt; if you hear him, you will 
hear Chriſt; and if you receive him, 
you will receive Chriſt: But if you 
deſpiſe him, you will deſpiſe Chriſt; 
if you abuſe him, you will abuſe 
Chriſt; if ks him, you will 


your coft, that there has been a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt among you. 


IN a word, let me fay to this whole 
Aſſembly, 
Serious and eternal are the conſequen- 


take heed how ye hear. 


ces of your living under the preach- 


; and one day know to 
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